
r.rmy, ii we!! equipped establishment
from wheel pits to skylights and it
»ans been so thoroughly adjusted that
ii works almost automatically.
Thc Piedmont company contributes

$1,500 a year to the support cf the
(Graded School system, which may
challenge comparison with that of
many a pretentious city. Nearly six
hundred pupils an- enrolled and there
isa staffed' live competent teachers
under a Superintendent, Mr. Eskew.
who deservedly stands it: tho iront
rank ol' his profession.
On the death of Col. Hammett, the

stockholders or the Piedmont mills
were called upon to select a man who
oould worthily fill his chair. There
were a score of applicants. There-
was one man, however, who did not

app'y, but the stockholders applied to

iim Col. Jas li. Orr, a son in-law
of Col Hammett, and a ^on of An¬
derson county, was offered and accept¬
ed the position. He was then enjoy¬
ing a large law practice at Greenville,
and which he gave up, putting his
whole heart in thc Piedmont
mills, piedmont has continued to

prosper. The work has increased and
the credit for this is due Col. Orr.

OLD SLABTOWN,
[The following sketch was contrib¬

uted to the Souvenir Edition by Maj.
T. H. Russell, one of Anderson Coun¬
ty's oldest citizens, and one of the
pioneer printers of Anderson C. H.]
The upper region of Anderson coun¬

ty, S. C., lying oti the head-waters of
the Three-aud-Twenty (.reek, has.
from time immemorial, been dubbed
.«.Wh the euphonious title of Slabtown.
The particular spot whence the desig¬
nation sprang, was Rankin's Mill,
which was erected in the early settle¬
ment of the country on the Three-and-
Twenty Creek, just below the junc¬
tion of the three head prongs of the
stream, in the plantation now owned
by Ed. Algood, bul in the earlier his¬
tory of the neighborhood owned by
William Mullikin. and later on by l>r.
"Wm. Robinson, and at the beginning
of the war by Maj. Conners, who sold
out for Confederate mon ay to Asa
Hodges, bag aud baggage, lands,
houses, stock, slaves, household and
kitchen furniture, farming utensils,
everything he owned of a tangible
oharacter, and. of course, all was lost
The tract of land was always called
the best in the community, which was

selected as bcuuty land, for its ex¬

ceeding fertility.
Slabtown proper, so tradition says,

derived its name from the erection of
a little store, made out of slabs-, on the
opposite side of the stream from the
mill, and where a few goods, includ¬
ing some liquor, were kept and sold for
the accommodation of the people.
Old Mr. Rankin, the grandfather of
the present owner, was the original
owner of the mill and tract of land at¬

tached, and has descended in a long
line of genealogy from father to chil¬
dren, and, after a hundred years, or

more, is still in the possession of thc
descendants. But in the mutation
and changes consequent upon a cen¬

tury of human existence, the mill and
store have been abandoned, at the
original site, and steam power has
superceded the water power, and in¬
stead of one little store-room, built of
10 by Iii slabs, two large store-rooms
were put up within a mile of the old
stand, ene kept by J. Monroe Smith,
at Grce »wood, and the other by Major
McCanu, at Equality, S. C.
And now, since the war, only one

store is kept open, where two were

?kept before the war, and owned by
Messrs. T. S. & J M. Glenn, with a

steam saw and grist mill and a cottcu
gin at each of the places.
The McCann store was originally

owned by James McCann, and was

kept at the old Esquire McCann place,
for a long time owned and occupied
by Ezekiel Long, sr., and now owned
hy Ezekiel Long, jr., a grandson of
the old gentleman.
' Esquire McCann, of ancient faino,
was the father cf the mother of the
Hon. Jas. JJ. Orr, and her mother was

a Bamiltou. and by this seconc! mar¬

riage, with Miss Hamilton, two chil¬
dren were born-Maj. T. II. McCann
and his sister, Mts. Christy < >rr, the
mother of the Congressman.

In the early settlement of this re¬

gion of con "try, the early emigrants
consisted i d' the very best families
that ever blessed any coutttrv-thc
Ennkins. MoMurrays, Hamiltons.
McCanns. Picketts, Pickles, Mulii-
klns, Wilsons. Orrs and others whom
?we cannot cal! to mind. The old
Garniel Ohur« L was started by these
old settlers, for most of them were

Pr.'sbyterian stock, and consisted of
a stand for preaching under a large,
spreading oak at Slabtown. or Ran¬
kin's mil! sil I rn soon a log Louse
was built or: :. piece of hind donated
for this purpose Ly a grandfather td
the present W. S. Picketts, and is now
Owned :n;d CCU I nd by him. Tilt
grandfather was a Presbyterian, and
probably ii.i wholn family would have
remained so, but for the refusal < 1 thc
session to receive, as a member, one
<"?'.' tho old aunts, because she ui<; 11 i,
J 3 their judge onfc, sufficiently undei !

\
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stand and endorse the Confession of
Faith. From that defection the
whole connection tiled ofî and joined
the Methodist Church. At that pe¬
riod in our history, as tia- influx in
our population increased, instead of
building new Churches, thc purpose
was to keep up the old organization,
hence the Church site was removed
first from the stand at the spreading
oak to the new log Church at the
Piekcns' graveyard, and from thence
to thc present site, with a neat, fram¬
ed house, out of heart timber, and
just before the war the frame building
was supplanted by a substantial brick
structure, now standing as a monu¬
ment to the devotion and enterprise
of the generation that built them
And. instead of one Church, there arc-

dozens of Churches of other denomi¬
nations, all helping to push forward
thc cause of christianity in this sec¬

tion of country. In these ancient
days, the primeval habit was to go to
Church ho'.sc-back or walk. The first
buggy that ever made its appearance
at (carmel, was as great an object of
curiosity as a little circus would have
been. It was put up by Mr. Maverick,
and the remains of that old buggy is
still owned and used by Warren W.
Knight. The boys and girls would
ride to Church, and the young man

that was the smartest to get his best
girl seated in thc saddle and on his
own horse, by her side, was apt to be
the favored one.

Pendleton and Slabtown were inti¬
mately associated as election boxes,
and one was said to bc thc exact ex¬

ponent of the other. And Pendleton
had thc lead, because she was the
mouth-piece of Mr. Calhoun. Pen¬
dleton and Carmel Presbyterian
Chinches were united under one pas¬
torate for a number of years, first un¬

der Rev. George Heese, then under
Rev. W. M. McElhenny, the owner

of the Fort Hill farm, now Clemson
College, and then Rev. M. Hillhouse,
and afterwards the Rev. Mr. Ross su-

perceded by the Rev. Mr. Kennedy,
who served the Church as stated sup¬
ply for about thirty years.
The educational interests of the

Sl.ibtown region were carefully looked

ALONG THE SAA7

In Anderson county, aloug the line
of the Port Royal and Western Caro¬
lina railway, which runs South and
connects Anderson with Augusta,
Ga., four beautiful towns have sprung
into existence within the last ten
years, and arc rapidly coming to the
front. The farm lands surrounding
these towns are among the most pro¬
ductive of Anderson county, and are

of that peculiar fertility which gives
length and quality to the staple of
upland cotton which this county has
become famous for raising.

Dean,
or Dean's Station, is eight miles from
Andersou, and derives its name from
the numerous families by the name of
Dean at that place,(W. T. Dean, S. A.
Dean, A. A. Dean, R. B. Dean, L. A.
Dean. Claud Dean), all of whom are

closely related, and have for many
years owned lands at this point. It is
avery pretty little town, with one
church-Presbyterian- one store,
owned and operated by Mr. W. M
Mattison, a large ginnery, a grist and
saw mill, school house, blacksmith
shop, and several very pretty dwell¬
ings.

Starr,
or Starr Station, is ten miles from
Anderson, two miles below Dean, on

thc same road. This place was named
i i honor of W. W. Starr, former Su¬
perintendent of the P. R. & W. C.
Ry., through whoso influence the sta¬
tion was secured. At this place there
are two handsome churches-Baptist
and Methodist-one store, owned and
operated by P. B. Allen and II C.
Pruitt, under firm name of Allen ec

Pruitt, one large ginnery, school
house and blacksmith shop. This is
thc home of P. B. Allen, thc largest
cotton producer in the county. His
average yield of cotton is from BOO tn
1,000 bales per annum, with a corres¬

ponding amount of corn, oats, hay and
peas.

( ÎOOlvS.
Thc most prosperous of these towns

ia Cooks, or Cook Station, which is lo
miles from Anderson, five miles be-
lcw Starr. This station takes its
l ame from Dr. A. (.'. Cook, now de-
ceased, who for many years owned
thc lands at this point along the Port
Boyal and Western Carolina Railway,
[u lSSG, immediately upon thc com¬

pletion of the railroad, Pr. Cook built
a. large, handsome dwelling there and
uo.ved his family into ii. In rapid
succession six store room.- were built
and stocked with goods, and in a few
; oars handsome dwellings and church
cs were erected. To-day it is a thriv¬
ing little town, with 100 inhabitants,
icu or twelve dwellings, six stores,
three churches-Baptist. Methodist,
and Associate lieferm Presbyterian

li of which '..re in a .'. trish ii g c< t-

after by these ancient and time holl¬
ered patriarchs. Thalian Academy
was started on its pathway of great
success by these enterprising citizens,
under thc lead of the Kev. J. Leland
Kennedy. For twenty years, or more,

up to and including the war, was this
inst'tutton the beacon star of advanc¬
ed education in this section of coun¬

try. The rules for boarding houses
and school were the same, and very
rigid, but occasionally the boys would
break over, always to their discomfit¬
ure. On one occasion when the boys
had gotten some whiskey and had a

debauch on Saturday night, they were

brought up for trial on Monday morn¬

ing, and after a pretty full investiga¬
tion, thc guilt was fastened upon sev¬
eral of the boys. Before passing sen¬

tence thc teacher lectured thc whole
class of boys on thc evils of drunken¬
ness, bc warmed up to his subject, and
waving his hand to the girls said :

'Girls, never marry a drinking man !"
One of the boys who showed his guilt
by his blushes, said "Mr. Kennedy,
I reckon they'll wait until they are

axed." This tart remark upset thc
gravity of the court, and they were

all dismissed to their books. Many
such incidents-enough to fill a

dime novel-might be picked up. had
we the time, in connection with
this noted institution of learning and
its environments.

Suffice it to say, in coucdusion. that
what was once considered the carden
spot of thc Piedmont belt, has lost
nearly all of its former prestige as an

agricultural community, yet thc fer¬
tile soil of the Three-and-Tweuty
lands remains for the present and fu¬
ture generation to develop and bring
up to its original fertility, and even

surpass it.
Tho cemeteries at Carmel and the

old Pickens' graveyard contain the
sleeping dust of most of thc genera¬
tion of noble men and women that
made that historic section noted for
its sobriety, intelligence and piety in
the good old times of "long, long ago."
And the same generous soil remains
for a future generation to develop and
restore agaiu to its former prestige.

rANNAH VALLEY.

dition, with large Sunday schools. A
handsome academy, well finished and
neatly furnished, under the manage¬
ment of Miss Blakely, and with an

average attendance of about 50 pupils.
Two large ginneries, fitted with all

jdern, improved machinery, and one

first class hotel, under the manage¬
ment of Mrs. M. E. Hull and daugh¬
ter. The lands surrounding Cooks
arc slightly rolling, and very produc¬
tive. The towu is laid off in broad
streets, which are shaded by beautiful
oaks.
Most prominent among the stores

of Conk's is that of W. P. Cook. This
is a two-story concrete building,30 by
90 feet, with basement, or cellar, run¬

ning full length of the store. The
stock consists of general merchandise,
furniture and undertaker's stock-
caskets, coffins and trimmings. This
is decidedly the handsomest store io
the town, and is filled from top to

basement floor with goods. Mr. Cook-
is doing a fine business. During the
winter much of his time is devoted to

buying and shipping cotton. The
cotton receipts of thc town arc from
1.500 to 21,000 bales.
Mr. William Pringle Cook is the

eldest sor of Dr. A. G. Cook, de¬
ceased. He was born near Cook Sta¬
tion Jan. 23, 1859. He received his

W. P. COOK.
educatiun at Moffets vii Ic Academy
and Due West College, this State,
subsequently studied law, and was ad¬
mitted to the bar iu 1887. He did
not enter upon the practice of law.
but in 1888 engaged in the mercantile
business, and has continued in that
business to the present time. Ile
owns ami controls most cf the farm
lands adjoining the station, and oper¬
ates several large farms in addition to

his mercantile business. Mr. Conk is
quiet and unobtrusive, but thoroughly
conscientious and reliable and has
won a host ol' friends throughout this
entire section ol' country.

'.!->;»!.( i es.

(T liante? Station, is nineteen miles
fri :.: Ami' rst ti :'. ur miles b( low

Cooks, and take? its name fron: a

promit).-nt citizen of that section
who.-e home has for many years leen
located at this point-.Mr. J. T.
I>arnes. This is a small static::, but
the farm lands surrounding it are ex¬

cellent and in a high state of ..ulti-
vation. tho people arc in telHgt i.t and
industrious, and it i.- only a question
of time '.inti! it I ecomes a large and
prosperous town. The only store in

Tiie foundation of the Clemson Ag¬
ricultural and Mechanical College
dates back to the time of John C.
Calhoun. Ho realized that the fann¬
ing class of South Carolina was in
need of just such an institution, hut
it was left to the giant intellect of his
son-in-law. Thomas G. Clemson, to
have tho plaus carried through and
thc college established. The college
was m t established by chance, but
after ono cf tho most desperate con¬
flicts iu political history ; a fight for
thc emancipation of the common peo¬
ple and the providing for them cf
practical education.
A convention cf the farmers of

South Carolina passed, in 188C. a res¬
olution advocatim: thc establishment
of an agricultural college. The mat¬
ter was given definite form by the ac¬

tion of Mr. Clemson, who died in
1888. leaving as a bequest to the State
the old Calhoun homestead,Fort Hill,
consisting of about 825 acres of land,
and about $100,000 for this purpose.
The Legislature passed an Act. which
became a law in November. 188!'. ac¬

cepting tito bequest. The corrie:
stone ot* thc college was laid on July
28, 1891, and the institution was

opened on July 0, 18(Jo. with an en¬

rollment during its first session of 44b'
students.

Calhoun's old home has been trans¬
formed. Here where for many years
cherished associations have, by thc
outside world, beeu undisturbed, has
grown a lovely town with knowledge
in its wake. The giant oaks and
drooping cedars have disappeared and
magnificent college buildings have
been constructed which would do
honor to any country on the face of
the earth.
Thomas G. Clemson was a genius

The old Pendleton Farmers' Society,
of which he was an active member,
held a meeting on Nov. 24, lSb'b, and
appointed a committee, consistiug of
Mr. Clemson, Hon. R. F. Simpson
and W. A. Hayne, to appeal to their
fellow-citizens to build an agr.eultural
institution to educate thc farmer s

boys. At a subsequent meeting Mr.
Clemson made an address and pre¬
pared a circular calling on the people
to help io this matter, and this ulti¬
mately resulted in the establishment
of the college which to-day bears his
name.
The object of the college, in con¬

formity with thc Acts of Congress aud
of the State Legislature, is to give
practical instruction in agriculture
and the mechanic arts. To accom¬

plish this object in its highest sense,
careful instruction is given in the
principles and in thc application of
the sciences beariug upon agriculture
and mechanics; and to give the
breadth and the culture necessa¬

ry for a tounded education, a lib¬
eral course is provided in history, in
economics and in F.nglish.
Clemson College is not in Anderson

county, but is just across the line in
Oconee and is closely associated with
Anderson. The college is one mile
from Calhoun, a station on the South
ern Railway, four miles from Pendle¬
ton, and two miles from Cherry's, a

station on the Blue Ridge Railroad.
Few people realize what magnificent
college buildings there are at Clem¬
son, and the plant is the finest that
eau bc- found at any similar institu¬
tion.
The main college building contains

eighteen large rooms, and is three
stories high. In this there are socie¬
ty hails, libraries, offices for the presi¬
dent and thc secretary. Adjoining
this is a hall capable of seating 8()U
persons, used for religious services
and as an assembly room. A throe
story brick building, containing 1C4
rooms, constitutes barracks for the
cadets, and in addition to rooms for a

dormitory, it has a mess-hall lol by
44 feet in size. This building, like
all the others at Clemson, is heated
by steam, lighted by electricity, and
has an abundant supply of pure fresh
water. The kitchen is 50 by 'i~ feet,
and equipped with all the moder!: ap
pliunccs for culinary purposes.
The hospital, located apart from the

other college buildings, is of wood and
was especially constructed for its pur-
poscs. lt is connected with the water
works and wit!: tin: electric light
plant, and ira- a thorough sewerage
system.
The mechanical building is u large

brick structure covered with .-late and
ornamented wit!, towers and gables.
lt is composed (! one main three-
story building with three wings, ;

td' which i- two-stories high,tlu other
two bcii on -story. Thc offices,

town is ,<w;.eá and operated by Mr. V
M. Watson, a young man of line busi
ness qualifications, and he finds it
necessary to carry a large stock of gen
eral merchandise to meet the demanda
of his customers.

It might be mentioned in conclu¬
sion that thc- banking business of
Dean, Scarr, Cook's and Hames is-
done at Anderson.

COLLEGE.
drawing and lecture ruoms are ceiled
and finished np, some in natural woods,
others insuitably colored paints. The
different shop rooms are laid on a lib¬
eral scale and are well adapted to thc
work of instruction in the mechanic
arts. The wood shop comprises an
office and four rooms with a total floor
space of !».200 square feet. The forg¬
ing shops and foundry are in one room
with 2,500 square feet. The machine
sh op is composed of two rooms and ar.
office with floor area of 8.3(10 square
feet. Tte tool and store room occupies
1,450 square feet. The boiler, engine
and dynamo rooms 2.300 square feet.
The office 500 square feet. The lecture
and drawing rooms 3.400 square feet.
A total area in the entire building of
27.050 square feet. It is equipped
with modern machinery aud appliauces
for instruction iii mechanic arts, and
the outfit is being constantly increased
as occasion demands.
The chîmical laboratory is of brick.

50 by SO :?cet, two-stories high. It is
roofed with slate and finished inside
with Southern pine. Ou the first
floor there are eight rooms. Five of
these arc appropriated for State An¬
alytical aid Experiment Station work,
and are supplied with all the necessary
chemical and optical apparatus. Of
the other rooms on this floor, one is a

balance room for students, one an

office, and the third is fitted up as a

laboratory for advanced students.
The basement is used for assaying und
for storage. The rooms on tho second
floor arc used for work connected with
this department.
A wooden building containing offi¬

ces, a lib.-ary and storage and Heed
rooms, is provided fur the use of offi¬
cers of the Experiment Station. Un¬
der au Act of Congress approved
March 2. 1887, the South Carolina
Experimeat Station was organized in
January, 1888. at Columbia, 'as a de¬
partment of the University of South
Carolina. It was moved i;o Clemson
in 1890 and reorganized as a depart¬
ment of Clemson College
Thc college is provided with two

barns. One 36 hy 80 feet for the
teams, wagons, and the storage of for¬
age. Of the other, one section, 184
by 30 feet, accommodates 80 het:d of
cattle ; ard the second, 40 by 72 feet,
contains six silos with ari aggregate
capacity of four hundred tons. The
dairy building is especially const ructed
for dairy purposes, and is equipped
with a twelve-horse power engine, and
apparatus necessary for butter and
cheese making by most approved
methods. The horticultural depart¬
ment is provided with a grreeu htuse,
a canning house, and a packing huuse
with a brick basement.
The laundry is a brick building,

specially constructed and tilted with
improved machinery of a modern
steam laundry. Nine two-story brick
buildings, nine six-room cottages,
and sixteeen smaller houses furnish
residences for professors aud other
employees
A large hotel, beautifully located,

and overlooking the campus aud col¬
lege buildings, has recenily been erect¬
ed aud is uuder the management of
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis. This has proven 1

to be one of thc most needed struc¬

tures at Clemson.
The former residence of John C.

Calhoun ii kepr. in accordance with
tho provisions of Mr. C¿euiMin s will,
as a place for preserving the relics of
Calhoun, iud for the fine collection of
oil paintaiugs left to the College by
Mr. Clom sou.
There are two sources from which

water is obtained. The geuoral sup¬
ply is collected through iron pipes iu-
to a ^ er voir, from which lt is
pumped into a water tower eighty feet
high, whence it is distributed.
Drinking water is punned iii a con¬

tinuous si.rcam from a bold stream

directly into the barracks; it is by'
this mean;; furnished fresh, pure and
cold. The wa-tc water is used for
Hushing tl.e sewer \ i pe.-, which emp¬
ty into the Seneca river, a half-tnilc
away.
Taken as a whole there is no simi¬

lar institution in thc South to-day
that will surpass Clemson College.
Everything is complete which is neces¬

sary to make it an ideal institution,
and" where the young mt ti can receive
the best kind ol' insiruciioii at the
lowest possible expense Tho trus¬
tees of the College ha\o selected, to

tile best (d their ability, a faculty of
a superior order, and li e best uieu in
the land have bier -.cured. Presi¬
dent Craig n ad is assisted by an able
corps, and by his individual work he
has done much lo advance thc inter-


